
When I mention Back to School, I 
mean education no matter your age. 
The focus generally goes towards 
our kids as they head back to class. 
The start of a new school year is also 
inspiring, as students (and parents) 
anticipate that with their learning, new 
relationships and interactions with their 
peers, instructors, and coaches will 
enrich their lives. 

Our Promise SSL program was 
created 11 years ago – committed to giving all our youth and 
families the opportunity to succeed.  And while yes, our youth 
are a big focus, our hope for supporting our residents doesn’t 
and should not stop there. As one of the most socially and 
economically diverse cities in the SL Valley, early on as Mayor, I 
realized that as a city, we could play an essential role in helping 
all who live here create a better life through learning opportunities.  

From Cradle to Diploma
The first of the three promises in our Promise SSL Program is 

specific to our youth. It states, “Every child has the opportunity to 
attend and graduate from college.” That’s a lofty goal, but we are 
making strides. This program is led by a team who use a strong 
framework of results-based strategies to help our youth navigate 
obstacles that can occur and impact their ability to succeed. This 
year we’ve been working closely with the Granite School District 
and United Way of Salt Lake to strengthen our programming, the 
target is to bring our HS graduation rate up to 100%. 

Diploma to Career: Assisting Young Adults 
Our young adults are another critically important group in 

our community, and we hope to help assist them in transitioning 

from High School/GED to higher learning opportunities and a 
meaningful career. We recognize that what comes after high 
school is not a one size fits all approach. Our young adults can 
access several great resources through the Promise Best Buy 
Teen Tech Center and The Community Opportunity Center (The 
Co-Op). Following The Co-Op theme: Connect, Work, Learn, and 
Grow, young adults can benefit from educational workshops, have 
access to job and career fairs, register for free digital or financial 
literacy coaching sessions, and have a free, quiet space to study.

Life-Long Learning: New Skills for Adults, Seniors 
Providing ways to gain new skills and learn in South Salt 

Lake doesn’t exclude our adults and seniors. At the South Salt 
Lake Community Center, The Co-Op was created to foster adult 
learning. It’s the place to come together to work and access free 
tools and resources to connect, learn, and grow. Please stop by 
and take a tour, as you can learn and ask questions about how 
to become a member, enroll for an art class, or receive coaching 
sessions. With access to free wifi, The Co-Op is also a wonderful 
place to work and network with others. 

Life-long learning can lead to many positive outcomes, as it 
may add or sharpen a skill to your professional resume, or it could 
become a passion project or a fun way to explore new things. I hope 
you’ll enjoy the learning journey and find a place for yourself in one 
or several of our many educational offerings in South Salt Lake. 
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South Salt Lake
City Council Members 
LeAnne Huff, District 1 
801-440-8510 
lhuff@sslc.gov

Corey Thomas, District 2 
801-755-8015 
cthomas@sslc.gov

Sharla Bynum, District 3 
801-803-4127 
sbynum@sslc.gov 

Portia Mila, District 4 
801-792-0912       
pmila@sslc.gov

L. Shane Siwik, District 5 
801-548-7953 
ssiwik@sslc.gov 

Natalie Pinkney, At-Large 
385-775-4980  
npinkney@sslc.gov 

Clarissa Williams, At-Large 
505-879-2457 
cwilliams@sslc.gov

City Offices
8 am to 5 pm
801-483-6000
220 East Morris Ave
SSL, UT 84115
Animal Service 801-483-6024
Building Permits 801-483-6005
Business Licensing 801-483-6063
Code Enforcement 801-464-6757
Fire Administration 801-483-6043
Justice Court 801-483-6072
Police Admin 801-412-3606
Promise 801-483-6057
Public Works 801-483-6045
Recreation 801-412-3217
Utility Billing 801-483-6074
Emergencies 911
Police/Fire Dispatch 801-840-4000

Mayor Cherie Wood

Back to School: From ‘Cradle to Career’ & Beyond 

 The Co-Op was created to foster adult 
learning. It’s the place to come together 

to work and access free tools and 
resources to connect, learn, and grow. 

WIth our schools and key 
partnerships, Promise SSL now 

assists over 2,000 youth and 
adults at 14 centers around our 

community. On page 5 we’ll share 
more about the many offerings 

available for our residents. 

LEARN MORE:
Promise SSL (Youth Afterschool/Best Buy Teen Tech): sslc.gov
The Co-Op, 2530 S 500 East: sslcoop.org
SL County Senior Services: August Event Calendar, page 6
Free English Life Skills Classes at The Co-Op: T/Th 6 to 8 pm



 

City News
Public Meetings
For more info: www.sslc.gov

City Council 
Wed, Aug 9, 7 p.m. 
Wed, Aug 23, 7 p.m.

Planning Commission
Thu, Aug 3, 7 p.m.
Thu, Aug 17, 7 p.m.

Civilian Review Board
Mon, Aug 7, 6:30 p.m.

2023 SSL Municipal 
Election Notice
The City Council has elected to use 
the Ranked Choice Voting method 
without a Primary
Election. The candidate filing period 
is Tuesday, August 8, 2023, through 
Tuesday, August 15, 2023, excluding 
weekends, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. The candidate filing deadline 
is Tuesday, August 15, 2023, at 5:00 
p.m. The City of South Salt Lake will 
hold a Municipal General Election on 
November 21, 2023.

Congratulations, Darlene! 
Her gorgeous xeriscape yard was 
selected as our Beautiful Yard 
award for July. Darlene received 
this recognition 6 years ago when 
she re-landscaped her entire front 
and back yard. Several years 
later, everything has matured with 
perfection, providing much shade 
and happiness to neighbors as they 
walk by. Beautiful yards can not only 
save water and feed wildlife, but they 
also beautify our community and lift 
our spirits.
Look around your neighborhood and 
nominate a Beautiful Yard. To do so, 
contact SSL Neighborhoods at 801-
464-6757, or connect@sslc.gov.

Utah’s remarkably wet winter helped refill state reservoirs but did 
little to replenish groundwater sources or ease our ongoing drought 
conditions. South Salt Lake’s drinking water comes from groundwater 
and the city closely tracks water quantity and quality to ensure clean, 
safe drinking water flows to citizens. As part of this process, the city is 
conducting a comprehensive rate study to ensure fair and sustainable 
rates for essential services that impact our community. 

Your input and participation are vital to helping shape the rates and 
ensure they align with the needs and priorities of our residents and busi-
nesses. Public engagement and outreach opportunities will be hosted 
in the coming months to engage residents. All information on the rate 
study and public participation events will be posted on SSLC.gov under 
Public Works > Water, as well as the 2022 Drinking Water Quality Report 
for public view.

Did you know that approximately half of Utah’s municipal water is 
used for landscapes? That’s a lot of water! Visit UtahWaterSavers.com 
and SlowTheFlow.org for water conservation tips and rebates to help 
pay for water-wise landscape updates and replacing old fixtures such as 
toilets and sprinkler control systems. SSL residents please note, if you 
apply for landscape incentives through Utah Water Savers, you must first 
file an application through Jordan Valley Water and wait for approval be-
fore ripping out any turf. You will not be eligible for rebates if you remove 
your grass before approval.

All South Salt Lake residents should follow city code 
and maintain their property for the overall health, safe-
ty and welfare of the citizens. These ordinances help 
preserve residential and commercial areas against 
hazardous and deteriorating conditions and deter crime 
throughout the city. SSL has three Code Enforcement 
Officers for our city population of over 25,000 people, 
so your help in identifying neighbors out of compliance 
is greatly appreciated. If you have any concerns or 
need to file an ordinance complaint, please call the De-
partment of Neighborhoods at 801-464-6757 and speak 
with one of our Code Enforcement Officers. All Munic-
ipal Codes can be found on our website at SSLC.gov.

Ordinance Reminders:
•	Yards: Grass and weeds shall be maintained at the 

height of six (6) inches or less at all times.
•	Noxious Weeds: Property owners and businesses 

are required to keep noxious weeds, such as punc-
turevine (goathead), under control to prevent their 
spread/damage.

•	Solid Waste: It is a public nuisance and a violation 
for any owner or occupant to allow the accumula-
tion, abandonment or storage of trash, junk and de-
bris on private or public property.

Keep SSL Safe & Beautiful: 
Follow the CODE

South Salt Lake City Council Action Report Summary
Full agendas, minutes, handouts, and video recorded meetings available at: www.sslc.gov/160/City-Council

Date Agenda Item Subject Action Next Step 

Regular Meeting 

6/14 Public Hearing to receive public 
input regarding the 2023-2024 
City Budget 

To receive public input regarding the adoption of the SSL City budget for fiscal year 
July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 and to receive input regarding the proposed merit and 
cost of living adjustment increases for the Mayor and the proposed cost of living 
adjustment increases for the City Council members and Council Chair. 

Approved No further 
action needed 

Regular Meeting 

7/12 An Ordinance to amend Section 
2.24.010 of the Municipal Code 

An Ordinance amending SSL City Municipal Code to modify the duties and 
responsibilities of the City’s Attorney’s office providing authorization to correct 
certain obvious technical errors in Ordinances, Resolutions, and codified language.  

Approved No further 
action needed 

Regular Meeting 

7/12 An Ordinance to amend Sections 
17.06, 17.07, 17.10 of the 
Municipal Code 

An Ordinance amending Sections of the SSL City Municipal Code to correct technical 
errors, amend certain general development and design standards and amend certain 
subdivision and platting standards. 

Approved No further 
action needed 

Regular Meeting 

7/12 A Resolution for the South Salt 
Lake PD to appropriate bicycles 

A Resolution granting permission for the SSL Police Department to appropriate 
bicycles in its possession to a public interest use. 

Approved No further 
action needed 

 

Water Conservation:  
All Hands on Deck 



 

Public Safety
Volunteer at the  
Pamela Atkinson 
Resource Center
Want to get involved, donate, or find 
out more? Let’s point you toward 
TheRoadHome.org to volunteer!

Our youth are heading back to school 
soon, so please remember, please 
drive cautiously and be mindful of 
student crosswalks around South 
Salt Lake. Locate all the current 
crosswalk locations at sslc.gov.

Message from SSLPD  
Chief Jack Carruth

Text a Tip to SSLPD
You can now send anonymous text 
and web tips to the SSLPD. 
To send an anonymous text tip:

1.	Text your tip to 274-637 
(CRIMES).

2.	Start your text message with the 
keyword: SSLPD

3.	Within a minute, you will receive 
a text message with your alias.  
This confirms that your text 
message was received.  The 
alias identifier is used by the 
officer to communicate with you, 
through text, regarding the tip 
you submitted.

4.	Remember, the officer does not 
know your identity or location.

As a support agency, we are advocates for the well-being and empowerment 
of all individuals in our community.  We also have recognized the critical need 
for a more comprehensive support system to address the challenges faced by 
those experiencing a mental health crisis. The Human Services Community 
Liaison is a new position and will also be a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
(LCSW, UT). The purpose of this Liaison is to connect those in need with 
valuable resources, wrap-around services managed way to prioritize and 
achieve common goals and provide effective case management to support 
individuals in their journey toward stability and self-sufficiency. While employed 
by the City of South Salt Lake, the Human Services Community Liaison will 
also work closely with the SSL Police Department, and other key partners, such 
as Pamela Atkinson Resource Center, The Road Home, and Promise SSL. 

Wildfires continue to threaten people and property across Utah. Effects from 
long-term drought and high levels of hazardous fuel accumulation from the wet 
winter we have had across the state present major concerns for our communities. 

While out enjoying the summer, take action towards implementing wildfire 
mitigation strategies to protect your home, property, and our great backyard 
wilderness. You are not powerless in your defense against wildfires. Taking a 
proactive approach to wildfire mitigation can significantly increase your safety and 
your home’s likelihood of survival during a catastrophic wildfire event. Your actions 

to reduce the risk on your property 
before a fire occurs can make all the 
difference.

The trick to good fire sense is 
common sense. You already know 
heat or sparks with dry grass could 
equal a whole lot of trouble. Wildfires 
can be prevented. Let us look at the 
following reminders.

Fire can spread faster than you 
think. Check your local conditions, 
including red flag warnings, and if 
they are not right, save it for another 
time. Have a plan if your fire gets 
out of control; your fire must be cold 

before leaving the scene, which means ensuring your campfire is completely out.
Vehicles are a major contributor to wildfires each year. Secure trailer chains to 

make sure they don’t drag and spark a fire. Do not park a hot car or recreational 
vehicle in dry grass and make sure that the recreational vehicle has the required 
spark arrestor installed. 

Most importantly, CALL 911 if there is an emergency. The faster we are notified 
of an emergency, the faster we can respond and mitigate the problem. By making 
that call, you can help lead the emergency response by getting trained responders 
and their equipment to a scene without placing yourself in danger. 

Stay safe and enjoy this wonderful weather and our great community. 

Taking our dogs outside to play is part of 
the joy of having them (and it’s good for you 
too)! In South Salt Lake, Fitts Park remains on-
leash only, and our Central Park sports field is 
reserved for humans. Let’s be thoughtful, and 
follow the leash laws, so everyone can enjoy 
our public parks and spaces this season.

SSL Off-Leash Dog Parks
•	City Hall Dog Park,  

130 East Oakland Avenue
•	Lions Dog Park, 361 Robert Ave 

(improvements coming soon!)

“Issues such as homelessness are multifaceted and complex, 
there is an immediate need to find comprehensive wrap-around 
services for those in crisis. By hiring a Human Services Community 
Liaison, we can approach homelessness by bridging the gaps, 
fostering collaboration, and advocating for systemic changes to 
better support homeless individuals.” 

Expanding Resources for Our Community
Human Services Community Liaison

How to Prevent Wildfires

Message from SSLFD  
Chief Terry Addison

The State of Utah Wildland Fire Operations Center is 
coming to South Salt Lake, at 3534 South and 700 West. 

It will replace the old Lone Peak Conservation Center 
(LPCC) at the former state prison property in Draper



 

SSL Community Centers

Inside the South Salt Lake Community Center, the Promise SSL 
Co-Op offers co-working space that is the perfect place to connect, 
work, learn, and grow. We provide resources for digital inclusion, 
financial empowerment, career & business advancement, and 
community resource and referral services. It is free and open to all 
Salt Lake County residents.

With reservable rooms, meeting spaces, and a wide range of 
equipment available for borrowing, we provide everything you need 
to succeed. Plus, take advantage of our community classes designed 
to broaden your knowledge and skills. Drop in to take a tour, meet our 
staff, create a free membership, and see what opportunities await!

We’re sure you’ve noticed all the dust picking up in and around 
Historic Scott School Community Center. Renovations are underway 
to help breathe new life to our beloved community center. Careful 
planning and consideration has been taken to keep the elements that 
make the space unique and give it its historic charm. 

A few key improvements include a door to the parking lot, updated 
office space with a big window framed into the classroom for Promise 
SSL programming, as well as an updated kitchen and bathrooms. 
There’s still work to be done for Promise SSL programming, but we 
are excited about what’s coming.. In addition to the inside renovations, 
the outside will be getting a facelift in the future as well. 

Opportunity Awaits at The Co-Op

Historic Makeover: Renovations Underway at Historic Scott School 

South Salt Lake 
Community Center
2530 S 500 East
Contact Brooke Field:  
bfield@sslc.gov or 801-412-3217

Central Park 
Community Center
2797 S 200 East 
Promise Contact,  
Patrick Holman-Hart:  
pholman@sslc.gov or 801-386-4949 

Historic Scott School 
Community Center
3280 S 540 East
Promise Contact, Maisy Hayes: 
mhayes@sslc.gov or 801-803-3632

All abilities custom design was added which includes 
ADA ramps to deal with different floor levels from 
one building to another. An additional west side 

entrance was added which leads to the parking lot. 

 A large new window from the staff 
office into a youth program space. 

The addition of a new interior 
wall to create a serving kitchen. 

Originally built as a 
schoolhouse, new construction 
has also revealed ‘old’ graffiti 

artistry on interior walls. 



Promise South Salt Lake, Promise Partnership Utah, Granite School District, and 
others have come together to set an ambitious goal of a 100% high school graduation 
rate for South Salt Lake youth. This goal ensures that every student in the community 
has an equal opportunity to succeed academically. It emphasizes the importance 
of providing quality education to all students, regardless of their background, 
socioeconomic status, or any other factors that may hinder their educational progress. 

Amy Ahrens-Terpstra with Promise Partnership Utah said. “Promise South 
Salt Lake, Promise Partnership Utah, and Granite School District have spent 10+ 
years building a solid foundation for this ambitious goal, and that work has realized 
significant improvements in outcomes for youth and families in South Salt Lake. Now, 
we’re taking it to the next level by making good on our shared promise to kids that 
they will have every opportunity possible in this community to make a great future.”

This goal is about much more than just a graduation rate, it is about supporting 
youth in their educational journey from cradle to career to ensure they can explore, 
dream, and take steps to realize their potential. Promise Partners help create space 
for youth to have a say in their future. We know that graduation rates are linked to 
economic benefits, social mobility, reduced crime, and social issues, enhanced civic 
engagement, and overall community well-being. 

While a 100% high school graduation rate may be an ambitious goal, striving 
towards it sends a powerful message about the community’s commitment to education 
and the well-being of its residents. Even if achieving a perfect graduation rate may 
be challenging, the efforts put into reaching the goal can still result in significant 
improvements in educational outcomes and community prosperity.

We are thrilled to announce a fantastic opportunity for you to boost your 
proficiency in Google Workspace products and elevate your personal and 
professional lives! Introducing Edstruct’s comprehensive library of learning content, 
designed to empower you with in-depth knowledge and expertise in using Google 
Workspace tools.

Regardless of your use cases, Edstruct’s library is your gateway to unlocking 
the full potential of Google Workspace. With a vast array of courses, tutorials, and 
interactive resources, you’ll acquire a deep understanding of Google Docs, Sheets, 
Slides, Drive, and much more.

Why should you enroll in Edstruct’s learning library? 
1.	Supercharge Your Productivity: Learn time-saving techniques and 

advanced features to maximize your efficiency when using Google 
Workspace products.

2.	Stand Out in the Professional World: Master the art of collaboration, 
document formatting, data analysis, and presentation design, making 
you an invaluable asset in any work environment.

3.	Expand Your Digital Skills: Develop a strong foundation in cloud-
based productivity tools and enhance your technological prowess, 
boosting your employability in today’s digital era.

4.	Elevate Your Projects: From organizing personal finances with Sheets 
to creating captivating presentations with Slides, acquire the skills to 
excel in your personal endeavors.

Become a Google Workspace Expert!
With flexible learning options and engaging content, you can progress 

at your own pace and access the material whenever it’s convenient for you.
Enroll Today: www.edstruct.com/bundles/promise-ssl

No Time to Wait:  
Aiming for a 100% Graduation Rate

Enhance Your Google Workspace Skills 
with Edstruct’s Online Learning Library! 

PROMISE Tours are typically held on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month, except August. Contact us at promise@

sslc.gov or 801-483-6057 to reserve your spot. 



 

Community Happenings

Lunch on the Move
Food Almighty
Wed, Aug 16
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
SSL City Hall
220 East Morris Ave, Northside 
Discover a new food truck each 
month!

Gallery Exhibit

Find this small art exhibit from 
several of our local community 
artists inside the Art Room at The 
Co-Op.

To learn more and register for 
Community Art Classes visit 
SSLArts.org

ART55+ Creative Arts  
for Seniors
Instructor Laura Sharp Wilson 
Every Wednesday
10:00-11:30 AM
SSL Community Center
2531 S 400 East
FREE!

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
All Shows: 10:30 am
Bill Stidd, Friday,  August 4 
BD Howes, Friday, August 11
Larry Turner, Friday, August 18
Time Steppers - Wednesday, August 30 

SPECIAL MEAL
Birthday Special – Tuesday, August 1

MONTHLY BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
with Fire Department
Weds, August 9, 9:15 am

VITAL AGING: 
Monthly group Wellness Discussions with a licensed therapist
Weds, August 16, 10:30 am 
One-on-one sessions are available by appointment only. Call 
801-539-7069 to make an appointment.

U OF U EXERCISE CLASS (Strength Training)
Tues and Thurs, 10:30 am, starting August 29

August Events:  
South Salt Lake Community 

SENIOR CENTER
2531 South 400 East 



 

Community Development

Our 2023 4th of July SoSaLa Celebration was one 
for the history books!

In our 85th year, so many beautiful faces from our 
community came to join in for this year’s Fun Run, 
Flag Ceremony, Parade, and Fitts Park festivities. A 
huge shout out to our South Salt Lake recreation staff, 
our public safety team, and our long-standing event 
organizer, who is retiring this year, Leslie Jones. 

After working for a pawn shop for 17 years, owner of 
‘Burgers on Wheels’ Alex Salinas, and his family decided it 
was time for a change. Doing the needed research, gathering 
funds, and getting permits in place, they opened a food truck 
business three years ago. According to Alex driving past this 
small assembly of businesses on the corner of 2700 South 
and 500 East led to expanding their business by opening up a 
restaurant in South Salt Lake. Working as a team with his wife, 
Alex still goes out daily to manage the food truck and catering 
business, while Maria leads the restaurant at this new location. 

Alex says, “The most popular burgers are the jalapeño 
burger, western bacon, and portabella mushroom burger.” In 
addition, they offer vegetarian burgers and chicken options, 
and lettuce wraps can be swapped out for buns on request. 

Burgers on Wheels
495 East 2700 South, South Salt Lake
IG or FB @burgersonwheelsslc
385-355-9965
Find their full menu: burgersonwheels.com

July 4th Celebration 
HIGHLIGHTS 

‘Burgers on Wheels’ Finds a New Home in SSL

Our new Public Works Hydro-X truck was given the 
name “HYDRA” in a contest by resident youth, Finley.

Ahoy there, SSL! District 4 City Council 
member Portia Mila sits atop the bow of 
this pirate ship float during the parade.


